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Re: ATRA’s Civil Justice Reform Outlook, 2024 
 
                 
2024 is an election year and lawmakers typically try to end session quickly to go home and campaign.  
Moreover, lawmakers tend to shy away from controversial issues during election season and legal 
reform is often a highly charged issue in state capitals.  Not as many states meet in regular session this 
year and others are meeting in short or fiscal sessions.  The confluence of these factors will likely result 
in fewer opportunities to advance substantial legal reform packages this year and those same constraints 
will equally impact the ability of personal injury lawyers to pursue their liability-expanding legislative 
ambitions. 
 
This year there are several states that are well positioned to advance substantial reform legislation 
including Florida, which is carrying over momentum from the passage of historic legislation in 2023, 
Indiana, and West Virginia as well as potentially Georgia and South Carolina.  Other states are poised to 
take a focused approach on important issues such as third party litigation financing, limits on 
noneconomic damages in commercial trucking cases, and jury anchoring, to name a few.  We also assess 
that personal injury lawyers and their allies in state legislatures will continue to aggressively push their 
own affirmative, liability-expanding agenda on issues such as wrongful death, medical monitoring and 
environmental litigation, repeal of previously enacted legislation that limited noneconomic damages, 
increase in damage caps when full repeal is unsuccessful or not politically feasible, and establishment of 
private rights of action to enforce various state laws and regulations. 
 

˜ ˜ ˜ 
While we try to be comprehensive with our Outlook, this document is by no means meant to be 
exhaustive.  If you have supplemental information, please do not hesitate to share it with us.  
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ALABAMA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR 02/06/24 – 05/20/24   GOVERNOR:  Kay Ivey (R) 
HOUSE  28 D 76 R   1 V      
SENATE   8 D 26 R      
   
Mr. Matthew C. McDonald 
General Counsel 
Alabama Civil Justice Reform 
    Committee 
11 N. Water Street, Suite 1200 
Mobile, Alabama 36602 
251-439-7576      
mmcdonald@joneswalker.com  

Mr. Larry Vinson 
Executive Director 
Alabama Civil Justice Reform  
   Committee 
P. O. Box 240757 
Montgomery, Alabama 36124 
334-260-7970 
larry@gmail.com  

Ms. Rosemary Elebash 
State Director 
NFIB/Alabama 
7550 Halycon Summit Drive 
Montgomery, Alabama 36117 
334-264-2261   
rosemary.elebash@nfib.org   

 
Republicans hold sizable majorities in both chambers of the Alabama Legislature, though personal 
injury lawyers are influential with lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.  Allies in Montgomery advise 
that civil justice reform proponents may pursue legislation to deter judges from adopting new and novel 
liability-expanding theories recommended by the American Law Institute’s Restatements of the Law.  
On the other hand, personal injury lawyers are not expected to be active in pursuing their own 
affirmative agenda. 
 

 
ALASKA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/16/24 – 05/15/24   GOVERNOR:  Mike Dunleavy (R) 
HOUSE  13 D 22 R 5 O      
SENATE      9 D 11 R                         
 
Mr. Dennis Dewitt 
State Director 
NFIB/Alaska 
P O Box 34761 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
907-723-6667  ddewitt@gci.net 

Mr. Michael Haugen 
Executive Director 
Alaska State Medical Association 
4107 Laurel Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
907-562-0304   mhaugen@asmadocs.org 

      
No activity reported. 
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ARIZONA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/08/24 – 04/20/24   GOVERNOR:  Katie Hobbs (D) 
HOUSE               29 D     31 R       
SENATE 14 D     16 R           
 
Mr. Chad Heinrich 
State Director 
NFIB/Arizona 
24 West Camelback Rd. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85013 
602-527-5463 ch@chadheinrich.com  

Ms. Grace Appelbe 
Director, Policy & Government Affairs 
Arizona Chamber of Commerce 
100 North 7th Avenue, Suite 120 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
602-316-8150   gappelbe@azchamber.com 

 
All members of the Arizona State Legislature are up for election this November, and Republicans hold a 
slim one seat majority in each chamber.  Contacts in Phoenix do not expect a particularly active year on 
legal reform in 2024 except with respect to legislation related to third-party litigation financing. 

 

 
ARKANSAS 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  04/10/24 – 05/09/24   GOVERNOR:  Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R)  
HOUSE  18 D 82 R      
SENATE   6 D 29 R          
  
Ms. Katie M. Burns 
State Director 
NFIB/Arkansas  
3704 Dunkeld Drive 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116 
501-412-6263     katie@covestreetconsulting.com  

Scott Smith, JD 
Director, Governmental Affairs 
Arkansas Medical Society 
P. O. Box 55088 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72215 
501-224-8967   ssmith@arkmed.org  

 
2024 is a fiscal session in Little Rock and contacts at the capitol tell ATRA they do not expect any civil 
justice-related legislation to be considered this year. 
 
 

CALIFORNIA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/03/24 – 08/31/24   GOVERNOR: Gavin Newsom (D)   
HOUSE               62 D 18 R      
SENATE  32 D   8 R                 
  
Kyla Christoffersen Powell 
President and CEO 
Civil Justice Association of California (CJAC) 
1201 K Street, Suite 1990 
Sacramento, California  95814 
916-443-4900        kpowell@cjac.org   

Mr. John Kabateck  
State Director 
NFIB/California  
1121 L Street, Suite 700 
Sacramento, California 95814 
916-448-9904     john.kabateck@nfib.org  

 
California continues to be one of the most challenging states for civil justice reform advocates.  Democrats 
supported by the Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC) hold supermajorities in the House and Senate, 
and many of these lawmakers are not receptive to hearing the business community’s perspective on the 
problems with California’s civil justice system, let alone the drawbacks of liability-expanding legislation 
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pushed by personal injury lawyers.  2024 is shaping up to be another rough session.  Contacts in 
Sacramento tell ATRA they expect CAOC to push an aggressive liability-expanding agenda, though it is 
unclear what specific issues they are likely to pursue.  The business community will have a better handle 
on CAOC’s agenda after the February 16th bill introduction deadline.  Relative to affirmative legislation, 
it is always an uphill battle and legal reform advocates plan to spend most of their time, when not opposing 
liability-expanding legislation, educating key lawmakers about the need to improve the state’s civil justice 
system. 
 
   

COLORADO 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/10/24 – 05/08/24   GOVERNOR:  Jared Polis (D)  
HOUSE  46 D 19 R      
SENATE 23 D 12 R  
 
Mr. Mark Hillman 
Executive Director 
Colorado Civil Justice League 
3700 Quebec Street, Suite 117 
Denver, CO 80207 
719-342-1433  markhillman@ccjl.org  

Mr. Tony Gagliardi 
State Director 
NFIB/Colorado 
1700 Lincoln Street, 17th Floor 
Denver, Colorado  80203 
303-831-6099  tony.gagliardi@nfib.org

 
The political and legislative environment in Denver is as challenging as any for civil justice reform 
proponents.  Democrats aligned with personal injury lawyers hold a super majority in the House and are 
one seat shy of a super majority in the Senate.  Observers in the Centennial State advise that the 
Colorado Trial Lawyers Association is focused this year on a ballot measure to repeal the state’s limit on 
noneconomic damages for wrongful death and catastrophic injury cases.  In the legislature, 
Representative Mike Weissman (D), Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, is expected to 
continue his push to open up the Colorado Consumer Code to more lawsuits by rendering meaningless 
the court’s “significant public impact” test which distinguishes “deceptive trade practice” lawsuits from 
ordinary torts.  Civil justice reform proponents assess there are two affirmative reform proposals that 
could generate bipartisan support.  The first relates to providing greater protection to landowners whose 
private property provides access to hiking trails. The second relates to reform of construction liability 
statutes. 
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CONNECTICUT 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  02/07/24 – 05/08/24   GOVERNOR:  Ned Lamont (D)  
HOUSE              97 D 53 R 1 V       
SENATE 24 D 12 R  
 
Ms. Louise DiCocco 
Counsel 
Connecticut Business & Industry  
   Association 
350 Church Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
860-244-1169   louise.dicocco@cbia.com  

Ms. Bonnie Stewart 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Society of Certified  
    Public Accountants 
716 Brook Street, Suite 100 
Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067 
860-258-0214   bonnies@ctcpas.org  

 
Contacts in Hartford tell ATRA that personal injury lawyers and their allies in the General Assembly 
could pursue two types of liablity-expanding bills during the 2024 session: (1) a ban on non-disclosure 
agreements; and (2) changes to the workers compensation system favorable to the trial lawyers.  On the 
other side of the equation, the business community may pursue third party litigation financing legislation 
this year. 
    

 
DELAWARE 

 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/09/24 – 06/30/24   GOVERNOR: John Carney  (D)  
HOUSE  26 D 14 R 1 V      
SENATE 15 D   6 R  
 
Mr. Mark B. Thompson 
Executive Director 
Medical Society of Delaware 
900 Prides Crossing 
Newark, Delaware  19713 
302-366-1400   mark.thompson@medsocdel.org 

 
 
 
 

 
No activity reported. 
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FLORIDA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/09/24 – 03/08/24   GOVERNOR:  Ron DeSantis (R)       
HOUSE  36 D 84 R      
SENATE 12 D 28 R        
 
Brewster B. Bevis 
President & CEO 
Associated Industries of Florida  
516 N. Adams Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32301 
850-224-7173   bbevis@aif.com  

Mr. William W. Large 
President 
Florida Justice Reform Institute  
210 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32301 
850-222-0170   william@fljustice.org  

Mr. Tim Nungesser 
Legislative Director 
NFIB/Florida 
110 E. Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
850-681-0416   tim.nungesser@nfib.org 

Mr. Mark Wilson 
President and CEO 
Florida Chamber of Commerce 
P. O. Box 11309 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
850-521-1200  mwilson@flchamber.com

Last year, Florida lawmakers and Governor DeSantis (R) worked together to enact historic 
comprehensive legal reform legislation, H.B. 837, that addressed many of the problems that plagued the 
Sunshine State from inflated medical damages and letters of protection to third party bad faith lawsuits.  
And although no one expects this year to top 2023, contacts in Tallahassee tell ATRA they do anticipate 
another active year on important issues such as third-party litigation financing, limits on noneconomic 
damages in medical liability cases, and asbestos trust fund transparency.  The civil justice reform 
community is also keeping a close eye on legislation being pushed by the trial bar that would allow 
plaintiffs to access claims files of insurance companies.   
 

 
GEORGIA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR     01/08/24 – 03/28/24   GOVERNOR:  Brian Kemp (R)  
HOUSE    78 D   102 R      
SENATE   23 D   33 R          
                          
Hunter Loggins 
State Director 
NFIB/Georgia 
229 Peachtreet Street, NE, Suite 515 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
707-746-9596 
hunter.loggins@nfib.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
The business community had high hopes for a productive session heading into 2024.  Last August 
Governor Kemp (R) publicly indicated his desire to pursue a robust legal reform package and allies and 
observers in Atlanta were bullish about the prospects for a substantial package.  However, the balloon 
popped in early January when the Governor stated it would take multiple years to enact legal reform.  
The Peach State is currently ranked the number one Judicial Hellhole in America, and policymakers 
need to address many issues to improve the state’s reputation.  Such issues would include seat belt 
evidence admissibility, phantom damages and letters of protection, premises liability reform, direct 
action, and third-party litigation financing, to name a few.  What, if any, of these issues will be 
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addressed in 2024 is an open question.  The challenges to advance reform are great.  Business-friendly 
Republicans hold majorities in the House and Senate, but trial lawyer Republicans, backed by the 
Georgia Trial Lawyers Association, wield a tremendous amount of influence and hold key committee 
chairs. 
 
 

HAWAII 
 
SESSION CALENDAR     01/17/24 – 05/03/24   GOVERNOR:  Josh Green (D) 
HOUSE  45 D   6 R       
SENATE 23 D   2 R 
 
Gary Slovin, Esq. 
Director 
Hawaii Liability Task Force 
999 Bishop Street, Suite 1400 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
808-539-0834 gslovin@awlaw.com  

 
 
 
 
 

  
No activity reported. 
 

 
IDAHO 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/08/24 – 03/22/24   GOVERNOR:  Brad Little (R)        
HOUSE              11 D 59 R      
SENATE   7 D 28 R    
 
Mr. Kenneth R. McClure 
Coordinator 
Idaho Liability Reform Coalition 
P. O. Box 2720 
Boise, Idaho 83701  
208-388-1200    krm@givenspursley.com  

Mr. Alex LaBeau 
President 
Idaho Association of Commerce & Industry 
P. O. Box 389 
Boise, Idaho 83701 
208-343-1849   alabeau@iaci.org  

 
Contacts in Boise tell ATRA they expect a relatively quiet year on civil justice issues.  The legal reform 
community is not expected to pursue affirmative legislation during 2024, but they advise they are 
prepared to oppose any private rights of action legislation and statutory damages proposals that the 
opposition may pursue. 
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ILLINOIS 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/16/24 – 05/24/24   GOVERNOR:  J.B. Pritzker (D)           
HOUSE  78 D 40 R      
SENATE 40 D 19 R  
 
Ms. Suzanne Nelson 
COO 
Illinois State Medical Society 
20 North Michigan Avenue Suite 700 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 
800-782-4767 suzannenelson@isms.org 

 
 
  
  
 

 
The Land of Lincoln is one of the most inhospitable environments for civil justice reform advocates and 
the business community.  The Illinois Trial Lawyers Association is very influential in Springfield and 
their allies in the legislature almost every year pursue liability-expanding legislation.  Contacts in the 
business community advise they will remain vigilant throughout session for such legislation, flag 
problematic developments for the national business community, and engage appropriately to oppose 
liability-expanding initiatives. 
 
 

INDIANA 
 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/08/24 – 03/14/24   GOVERNOR:  Eric Holcomb (R) 
HOUSE  30 D 70 R      
SENATE 10 D 40 R  
 
Mr. Marty Wood 
President      
Insurance Institute of Indiana  
115  W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46204 
317-464-2450    mpw@insuranceinstitute.org  

Ms. Natalie Robinson 
State Director 
NFIB 
101 W. Ohio Street, Suite 470 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
317-650-4642  natalie.robinson@nfib.org  

 
Republicans hold supermajorities in the House and Senate, and Governor Holcomb (R) is generally 
viewed as friendly to business.  Hoosier State policy makers have not enacted significant legal reform in 
quite a few years, and the business community and state business organizations have made legal reform 
a priority issue for the session.  Issues to be considered may include seat belt evidence admissibility, 
jury anchoring, and third-party litigation reform.  Personal injury lawyers and their allies in the 
legislature are very influential with both judiciary committees, and overcoming their opposition, while 
not impossible, will be a challenge.  
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IOWA 
 

SESSION CALENDAR  01/08/24 – 04/16/24     GOVERNOR:  Kim Reynolds (R)  
HOUSE  36 D 64 R       
SENATE 16 D 34 R  
 
Mr. Brad Hartkopf 
Senior Director, Public Policy 
Iowa Association of Business and Industry 
400 East Court Avenue, Suite 100 
Des Moines, Iowa  50309 
712-249-8589 bhartkopf@iowaabi.org  

Mr. Matt Everson 
State Director 
NFIB/Iowa  
200 East Grand Avenue, Suite 390 
Des Moines, Iowa  50309 
202-527-2021 matt.everson@nfib.org  

 
Lawmakers in the Hawkeye State are coming off of a very successful 2023 session with the enactment 
of limits on noneconomic damages in medical liability cases as well as a separate bill related to liability 
of commercial trucking companies that included a limit on noneconomic damages.  Pro-business 
Republicans continue to enjoy sizable majorities in both chambers of the Iowa Legislature, and contacts 
in Des Moines expect legal reform advocates to pursue additional affirmative legal reform legislation 
this year in areas such as products liability and future medical damages.  This fall, half of the Iowa 
Senate will be up for reelection and all 100 members of the Iowa House.  If legal reform legislation does 
not make it over the finish line in 2024, expect a big push in 2025. 
 

 
KANSAS 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/08/24 – 05/03/24   GOVERNOR:  Laura Kelly (D)  
HOUSE  40 D 85 R       
SENATE 11 D 29 R  
 
Mr. Eric Stafford 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Kansas Chamber of Commerce 
835 SW Topeka Blvd. 
Topeka, Kansas  66612 
785-357-6321   erics@kansaschamber.org 

 
 
 
 

  
Lawmakers in the Jayhawk State are expected to focus on third-party litigation financing.  Contacts in 
Topeka do not anticipate an otherwise active session on civil justice issues.  
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KENTUCKY 

 
 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/02/24 – 04/15/24   GOVERNOR:  Andy Beshear (D) 
HOUSE  20 D 79 R 1 V      
SENATE   7 D 31 R          

 
Ms. Ashli Watts 
President and CEO 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
464 Chenault Road 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
502-695-4700    awatts@kychamber.com 

Mr. Travis Burton 
Associate Vice President 
Kentucky Hospital Association 
132 Donna Drive 
Lancaster, Kentucky 40444 
606-308-1204  tburton@kyha.com

 
Contacts in Frankfurt advise they expect a quiet 2024.  Late last session the lawsuit lending industry 
pursued legislation to circumvent current banking and lending regulations which govern their business 
model.  Allies in the state tell ATRA that though such legislation has yet to be filed, they will closely 
follow and flag any unwelcome legislation being pursued by the lending industry. 
 

 
LOUISIANA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  03/11/24 – 06/03/24   GOVERNOR:  Jeff Landry (R)                 
HOUSE  32 D 73 R      
SENATE 11 D 28 R       
 
Ms. Dawn Starns 
State Director 
NFIB/Louisiana 
530 Lakeland Drive 
Suite 201 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801 
225-281-6847  Dawn.starns@nfib.org 

Ms. Karen Eddlemon 
Executive Director  
Louisiana Legal Reform Coalition 
4210 Bluebonnet Blvd 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809 
225-335-5443 
kedugas@gmail.com  

 
The civil justice reform community is hopeful that the election of Governor Jeff Landry (R) last fall will 
improve the prospects for affirmative legal reform proposals.  Recall that Governor Landry’s 
predecessor, John Bel Edwards (D), was aligned with personal injury lawyers which made it a challenge 
to enact significant legal reform legislation.  Contacts in Baton Rouge advise that several issues could be 
considered during the 2024 session such as collateral source rule reform, third-party litigation financing, 
and issues related to insurance. 
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MAINE 

 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/03/24 – 04/17/24   GOVERNOR:  Janet Mills (D)             
HOUSE  80 D 68 R 3 O/V      
SENATE 22 D 13 R  
 
Ms. Mikenzie Dwyer 
Public Health & Government Affairs Manager 
Maine Medical Association 
P. O. Box 190 
Manchester, Maine 04351 
207-651-0181   mdwyer@mainemed.com  

Mr. David R. Clough 
State Director 
NFIB/Maine 
P. O. Box 4629 
Portland, Maine 04112 
207-807-4900   david.clough@nfib.org 

  
In 2023, the Democrat majorities in both chambers of the Maine Legislature advanced and passed 
legislation to expand wrongful death lawsuits.  H.P. 581 / L.D. 934 increased the amount recoverable for 
loss of comfort, society and companionship, including emotional distress, from $750,000 to $1 million, 
which will automatically increase each year for inflation, and increased the law’s punitive damages 
maximum from $250,000 to $500,000.  Allies in Augusta advise that the trial lawyers could follow up 
with legislation this year that focuses on increasing the statute of limitations in wrongful death cases.  
Legal reform advocates are not expected to pursue an affirmative agenda during the 2024 session. 
 
 

MARYLAND 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/10/24 – 04/08/24   GOVERNOR:  Wes Moore (D) 
HOUSE      102 D  39 R      
SENATE     34 D  13 R        
 
Mr.  Carville Collins 
Maryland Employers for Civil Justice Reform 
c/o DLA Piper 
6225 Smith Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 
410-580-4125   carville.collins@dlapiper.com   

 
 
 
 

 
The Maryland General Assembly is dominated by anti-business, pro-trial lawyer Democrats who hold 
supermajorities in both the House and Senate.  It is not a stretch to say that Annapolis is one of the most 
hostile environments for both the business community in general and civil justice reform advocates in 
particular.  Allies in the “Free State” tell ATRA that personal injury lawyers are likely to pursue 
legislation that would repeal the limit on noneconomic damages in personal injury cases.  And the legal 
reform community is always on the lookout for attempts by the other side to repeal the contributory 
negligence doctrine and replace it with a pure comparative fault scheme, though we have received no 
indications this is likely to materialize in 2024.  Finally, contacts tell ATRA the trial bar also is likely to 
pursue legislation to prohibit the use of liability waiver agreements by gyms and health clubs with their 
customers. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 
SESSION CALENDAR    01/03/24 – 07/31/24   GOVERNOR:  Maura Healey (D)  
HOUSE  134 D   24 R 2 O/V      
SENATE   36 D        4 R    
 
Mr. Sam Larson 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Associated Industries of Massachusetts 
One Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
617-833-1326  slarson@aimnet.org  

Mr. Christopher Carlozzi 
State Director 
NFIB/Massachusetts 
6 Beacon Street, Suite 625 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
617-482-1327  christopher.carlozzi@nfib.org  

 
No activity reported. 
 
 
 

MICHIGAN 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/10/24 – 12/31/24   GOVERNOR:  Gretchen Whitmer (D) 
HOUSE  54 D 54 R 2 V      
SENATE 20 D 18 R  
 
Ms. Wendy Block 
Sr. Vice President of Business Advocacy 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
600 South Walnut Street 
Lansing, MI 48933 
517-927-5135   wblock@michamber.com 

Mr. Colin Ford 
Sr. Director, State/Federal Gov’t Relations 
Michigan State Medical Society 
120 West Saginaw Street 
East Lansing, Michigan 48826 
517-337-1351   cford@msms.org   

 
Democrats hold a trifecta for the first time in 40 years and personal injury lawyers are eager to generate 
a return on their support of the majority party.  Contacts in Lansing tell ATRA that all bills from 2023 
carryover and there are more than a few liability-expanding proposals they are closely monitoring, 
including: private right of action for paid leave; false claims act with a qui tam whistleblower provision; 
expansion of the Consumer Protection Act to cover regulated entities; an “insurance bill of rights”; 
statute of limitations reviver for certain types of cases; and a “polluter pays” package that includes 
among other things allowing recovery of medical monitoring damages without requiring a present 
physical injury.  Allies also expect legislation to be introduced in early 2024 that would allow parallel 
tracks of civil litigation to the workers compensation system.  There is also concern that personal injury 
lawyers could purse changes to the state’s medical liability laws. 
 
In November, all 110 members of the House are up for election and there is a possibility Republicans 
could garner a majority which could help to serve as a backstop against the types of liability-expanding 
proposals considered during the last two years. 
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MINNESOTA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  02/12/24 – 05/20/24   GOVERNOR:  Tim Walz (D) 
HOUSE  70 D 63 R 1 V     
SENATE 34 D 33 R  

  
Ms. Jennifer Breitinger 
Minnesotans for Lawsuit Reform 
1725 Emerson Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55403-2907 
612-850-3306   jbreitinger@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
  

 
The DFL holds a trifecta in the Land of 10,000 Lakes and these legislators are aligned with personal 
injury lawyers.  Last year, the DFL-led legislature passed bills to expand the state’s consumer fraud 
statute, remove certain exclusions related to family members being able to sue each other in boating 
accidents, and expand certain types of workplace lawsuits.  Governor Waltz (D) signed all three bills.  
Heading into 2024, contacts in St. Paul tell ATRA that they do not expect consideration of any 
affirmative legal reform legislation and advise that the Legislature could follow-up with additional 
liability-expanding bills on issues such as anti-trust and bad faith.   
 

 
MISSISSIPPI 

 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/02/24 – 05/05/24   GOVERNOR: Tate Reeves (R)  
HOUSE  41 D 79 R 2 O      
SENATE 16 D 36 R  
 
R. David Roberts III 
Director of Government Affairs 
Mississippi State Medical Association 
P408 W. Parkway Place 
Ridgeland, Mississippi  39157 
601-853-6733   droberts@msmaonline.com  

Mr. Derek Easley 
President & CEO, BiPEC 
Business & Industry Political Education Committee 
P. O. Box 23021 
Jackson, Mississippi 39225 
601-259-7689  derek@bipec.org 

 
The primary focus of the civil justice reform community in the Magnolia State during 2024 will be the 
four seats on the Mississippi Supreme Court that are up for reelection.  Two of those justices have 
enjoyed the support of the business community and the other two are supported by personal injury 
lawyers.  All four justices are expected to run for reelection.  There are also two justices on the Court of 
Appeals, both supported by the business community, who are up for reelection this year, and both are 
expected to run.  Finally, contacts in Jackson tell ATRA they expect a quiet year in the Legislature and 
do not forecast either affirmative or liability-expanding legislation to be considered during session. 
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MISSOURI 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/03/24 – 05/17/24   GOVERNOR: Mike Parson (R)      
HOUSE  51 D 111 R 1 V        
SENATE 10 D   24 R    
 
Mr. Brad Jones 
State Director 
NFIB/Missouri 
308 E. High Street 
Suite 110 
Jefferson City, Missouri  65101 
573-619-3077    brad.jones@nfib.org 

Mr. Richard AuBuchon 
Executive Director 
Missouri Civil Justice Reform  
      Coalition 
121 Madison Street  
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
573-645-9760    rich@rmalobby.com   

The legislative and political landscape in the Republican-dominated Missouri Legislature is as 
challenging as anywhere in the country for legal reform advocates.  A combination of trial lawyer 
Republicans and populist Republicans, particularly in the Senate, are roadblocks to passage of 
affirmative legislation.  Contacts in Jefferson City tell ATRA that civil justice reform proponents are 
likely to focus efforts during the 2024 session on educating lawmakers on several issues such as empty 
chair defense, collateral source clean up, innovator liability, jury anchoring, and overnaming, to name a 
few.  From a civil justice reform perspective, the November elections could result in improvements to 
the mix of Republicans in the House and Senate which would increase the likelihood for successful 
passage of legal reform legislation in 2025 and beyond.   
 
 

MONTANA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  No Regular Session in 2024   GOVERNOR: Greg Gianforte (R)                  
HOUSE  32 D 68 R       
SENATE 16 D 34 R 
 
Mr. Charles Robison 
Director, Government Relations  
Montana Chamber of Commerce 
P. O. Box 1730 
Helena, Montana  59624 
406-431-5141  Charles@montanachamber.com  

David Bell 
Chair 
Montana Liability Coalition            
P O Box 1730 
Helena, Montana  59624 
406-431-6024   dbell@alpsnet.com

  
No regular session in 2024 
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NEBRASKA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/03/24 – 04/18/24                GOVERNOR:  Jim Pillen (R)  
SENATE 16 D 32 R 1 O 
  
Mr. Ronald J. Sedlacek 
Vice President & General Counsel 
Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
1320 Lincoln Mall, Suite 201 
Lincoln, Nebraska  68508 
402-474-4422       rsedlacek@nechamber.com   
 

Mr. Robert Hallstrom 
State Director 
NFIB/Nebraska 
233 S. 13th Street, Suite 700 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 
402-474-3570   
bob.hallstrom@nebankers.org  

No activity reported. 
 

 
NEVADA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  No Regular Session in 2024  GOVERNOR:  Joe Lombardo (R)   
HOUSE  28 D 14 R       
SENATE 13 D   8 R  
 
Catherine O’Mara, JD 
Executive Director 
Nevada State Medical Association 
3660 Baker Lane, Suite 101 
Reno, Nevada  89509 
775-825-6788  catherine@nvdoctors.org  

Mr. George Ross 
Consultant 
Carrara Nevada 
3336 Los Olivos Lane 
Las Crescenta, CA 91214 
702-290-0018   george@mclobby.com 

 
No regular session in 2024. 
 

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/03/24 – 06/28/24   GOVERNOR:  Chris Sununu (R)   
HOUSE    195 D 198 R 7O/V      
SENATE       10 D   14 R  
 
New Hampshire Medical Society 
7 North State Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
603-224-1909   

 
 
 
 

 
Lawmakers in Concord are poised to consider several liability-expanding proposals during the 2024 
session such as establishing medical monitoring for PFAS exposure claims, expanding the statute of 
limitations for PFAS exposure cases, creating strict liability for PFAS contamination cases, and 
expanding the relationships eligible for potential loss of consortium damages.  Contacts in the Granite 
State tell ATRA that liability-expanding legislation is challenging to stop in the House, but that Senate 
members are more receptive to hearing concerns from the business community. 
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NEW JERSEY 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/09/24 – 12/31/24   GOVERNOR: Phil Murphy (D) 
HOUSE  46 D 34 R       
SENATE 25 D 15 R  
 
Ms. Eileen Kean 
State Director 
NFIB/New Jersey 
118 S. Warren Street 
Trenton, New Jersey   08608 
609-337-1432   eileen.kean@nfib.org  

Mr. Anthony Anastasio 
President  
New Jersey Civil Justice Institute  
63 Coryell Street, Unit B 
Lambertville, New Jersey  08530 
609-337-8148 aanastasio@civiljusticenj.org  

 
New Jersey’s entire Legislature was just up for (re)election in November 2023.  After Republicans 
unexpectedly gained several legislative seats and nearly took the governorship in New Jersey’s 2021 
elections, Democrats were hesitant to push controversial legislation during the 2022-2023 legislative 
session.  Observers expected that Republicans would continue to gain seats in November 2023 due to 
inflation, the Governor’s regulatory agenda, and social issues. 
 
However, the exact opposite occurred: Democrats swept almost every legislative race and will possess 
near supermajorities in both Houses of the New Jersey Legislature during the new 2024-2025 legislative 
session.  As a result, during the “lame duck” session that followed the recent election, several “pro-
plaintiff” bills that were previously stalled began to quickly move again.  We expect this trend to 
continue in the new session after all prior pending legislation is reintroduced. 
 
Contacts in Trenton tell ATRA that New Jersey’s current Senate President is a practicing plaintiffs’ 
personal injury attorney whose legislative agenda has always been pro-plaintiff.  The Senate President is 
resistant to compromise on civil justice reform initiatives.  Accordingly, all affirmative civil justice 
reform legislation has little or no chance of movement out of the New Jersey Legislature.  On the other 
hand, observers in the Garden State expect attempts by the plaintiffs’ bar to expand available damages in 
tort cases and to add new grounds to pursue private lawsuits under the state’s consumer protection and 
employment laws. 
 
 

 
NEW MEXICO 

 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/16/24 – 02/15/24   GOVERNOR:  Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) 
HOUSE  45 D 25 R       
SENATE 27 D 15 R           
  
Mr. Jason Espinoza 
State Director 
NFIB/New Mexico 
923 Silver Avenue SW 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
505-417-4001 jason.espinoza@nfib.org  

Rhiannon Samuel 
Executive Director 
Viante New Mexico 
P. O. Box 27156 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 
505-798-2255   rsamuel@viantenm.

No activity reported. 
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NEW YORK 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/03/24 – 06/06/24    GOVERNOR:  Kathy Hochul (D)  
ASSEMBLY      102 D      48 R        
SENATE              42 D      21 R   
 
Mr. Tom Stebbins 
Executive Director 
Lawsuit Reform Alliance of 
   New York 
19 Dove Street, Suite 201 
Albany, New York 12210 
518-424-5811 
tstebbins@lrany.org  

Mr. Greg Biryla 
Regional Director 
NFIB/New York 
33 Shorewood Drive 
Rochester, New York 14617 
585-350-8320    
greg.biryla@nfib.org 
 

Mr. Walter Pacholczak 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Associated General Contractors  
   of NY State 
10 Airline Drive, Suite 203 
Albany, NY 12205 
518-456-1134 
wpacholczak@agcnys.org   

 
Albany is always an interesting and challenging venue for civil justice reform advocates.  Last year, the 
Legislature passed for the second time legislation to greatly expand the state’s wrongful death statute.  
Fortunately, Governor Hochul (D) followed up her veto of the first bill with a veto of the second bill.  In 
addition, Governor Hochul also vetoed a problematic personal jurisdiction bill.  Contacts in Albany tell 
ATRA they expect consideration of liability expanding proposals in 2024.  Notably, Governor Hochul 
has included language in her proposed budget to raise the minimum statutory damages under the Unfair 
and Deceptive Trade Practices Act from $50 per violation to $1,000 per violation.  Expect other 
liability-expanding proposals to be considered during session.  On the other side of the ledger, there is a 
significant effort underway to address lawsuit lending and allies advise there could be an opportunity to 
pass legislation this year. 
 

 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 04/24/24 – 07/31/24   GOVERNOR: Roy Cooper (D)     
HOUSE  48 D 72 R        
SENATE 20 D 30 R  
 
Mr. Mark Coggins 
Director, Government Affairs 
North Carolina Chamber 
701 Corporate Center Drive 
Raleigh, N.C.  27607 
919-815-9075 
mcoggins@ncchamber.com  

Mr. Stephen Keene 
COO & General Counsel 
N.C. Medical Society 
P. O. Box 27617 
Raleigh, N.C. 27611 
919-833-3836   
skeene@ncmedsoc.org   

Mr. Gregg Thompson 
State Director 
NFIB/North Carolina  
150 Fayetteville Street 
Raleigh, N.C. 27601 
919-833-9480    
gregg.thompson@nfib.org  

    
Contacts in The Tar Heel State tell ATRA they anticipate that civil justice reform proponents are likely 
to pursue third-party litigation financing legislation during the 2024 session.  Republicans hold 
supermajorities in the House and Senate and Democrat Governor Roy Cooper is serving his final year in 
office.  All 170 seats of the General Assembly are up for election in November as are several statewide 
seats including Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General.  In addition, the sixth seat of the 
North Carolina Supreme Court is up for election as well. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  No Regular Session in 2024  GOVERNOR: Doug Burgum (R)   
HOUSE  12 D 82 R        
SENATE   4 D 43 R  
 
Ms. Courtney Koebele 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Medical Association 
1622 E. Interstate Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502 
701-223-9475  ckoebele@ndmed.com  

Mr. Matt Gardner 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Greater North Dakota Chamber 
P. O. Box 2639 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502 
701-222-0929  matt@ndchamber.com  

 
No regular session in 2024. 
 

 
OHIO 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/02/24 – 12/31/24   GOVERNOR:  Mike DeWine (R)      
HOUSE  32 D 67 R      
SENATE   7 D 26 R  
 
Mr. Chris Ferruso 
Ohio Alliance for Civil Justice 
State Director, NFIB/Ohio 
10 West Broad Street, Suite 2450 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-4107  chris.ferruso@nfib.org  

Michael D. Farley, Esq 
VP, Government Affairs and General Counsel  
Ohio Insurance Institute 
172 East State Street, Suite 201 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-5228-1593   mfarley@ohioinsurance.org  

 
Republicans hold supermajorities in both chambers of the Ohio General Assembly, but the dysfunction 
in the House continues.  Recall that in 2023, Speaker Stephens (R) was elected with more Democrats 
than Republicans. This threw last year’s session into chaos which made it difficult for anyone to gain 
traction on legislative priorities in the House, including the civil justice reform community.  Contacts in 
Columbus tell ATRA two issues legal reform proponents are expected to pursue this year include third-
party litigation financing and asbestos overnaming.  Legislation to address jury anchoring may also be 
considered. 
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OKLAHOMA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR   02/05/24 – 05/31/24   GOVERNOR:  Kevin Stitt (R)  
HOUSE  20 D 80 R 1 V         
SENATE   8 D 40 R   
 
Mr. Ben Lepak 
Executive Director 
State Chamber of Oklahoma Research Foundation 
330 NE 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73014 
405-272-4460  ben@okstatechamber.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Civil justice reform allies in Oklahoma City advise that they do not expect a particularly active year on 
civil justice issues.  Lawmakers may consider legislation related to third-party litigation financing as 
well as cyber security which observers will closely monitor for any private rights of action provisions.  
Republicans hold a trifecta in the Sooner State including lopsided majorities in both chambers of the 
legislature though as in many other states, trial lawyer Republicans and populist Republicans are an 
impediment to the advancement of legal reform legislation. 
 

 
OREGON 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 02/05/24 – 03/10/24   GOVERNOR:  Tina Kotek (D)  
HOUSE  35 D 25 R       
SENATE 17 D 12 R 1 O  
 
Ms. Fawn Barrie 
Executive Director 
Oregon Liability Reform Coalition 
1249 Commercial Street, SE 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
503-967-6214   fbarrie@legadv.com 

 
 
 
 

 
All 60 members of the House and 15 of 30 Senators are up for election in 2024.  This year’s short, 35-
day session of the Oregon Legislative Assembly starts next Monday, February 5, 2024.  As a result of 
the short session coupled with the election year, legislative leadership has agreed to keep controversial 
topics off of the agenda and has prioritized housing and drug decriminalization reform for 2024.  
Contacts in Salem tell ATRA they have not heard of any liability-related legislation that is expected to 
be considered, however allies are on high alert to look for any bills that will increase liability. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/02/24 – 11/30/24   GOVERNOR:  Josh Shapiro (D)  
HOUSE      101 D  101 R 1 V       
SENATE     22 D    28 R       
 
Mr. Greg Moreland 
State Director 
NFIB/Pennsylvania  
225 State Street, Suite B 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17101 
717-215-5036 
greg.moreland@nfib.org  

Curt Schroder, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Coalition for Civil 
Justice Reform 
P. O. Box 653 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17108 
610-389-4293   curt@pccjr.org  

Kevin Shivers 
President & CEO 
Pennsylvania Association of  
   Community Bankers 
3211 N. Front Street, Suite 102 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110 
717-231-7447   kevin@pacb.org  

Governor Shapiro (D) is friendly with the trial lawyers, Republicans hold a six seat margin in the 
Senate, and Democrats control the House with a one vote seat margin but technically are tied with 
Republicans due to a seat vacated by a Democratic member who was elected to the judiciary last fall; we 
expect that seat to be filled by a Democrat when a special election is held to fill the vacancy.  Contacts 
in Harrisburg tell ATRA the trial bar is likely to pursue a liability-expanding agenda from bills that 
contain a private right of action to the False Claims Act.  It is difficult for legal reform advocates to push 
reform legislation over the finish line in the current mixed political and legislative environment.  
Nevertheless, observers on the ground advise several affirmative reforms may be pursued on issues such 
as improvements to the fair share act, venue reform related to medical liability cases, and the personal 
jurisdiction consent statute which was at issue in the United States Supreme Court’s Mallory decision. 
 

 
RHODE ISLAND 

 
SESSION CALENDAR     01/02/24 – 06/30/24   GOVERNOR:  Dan McKee (D) 
HOUSE  65 D     9 R 1 O       
SENATE 33 D     5 R   
 
 
Mr. Steve DeToy 
Rhode Island Medical Society 
405 Promenade Street, Suite A 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908 
401-331-1401 
sdetoy@rimed.org  

 
 
 
 
 

No activity reported. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/09/24 – 05/09/24   GOVERNOR:  Henry McMaster (R)     
HOUSE  35 D 88 R 1 V            
SENATE 15 D 30 R 1 O  
 
Mr. Tom Mullikin 
President & General Counsel 
South Carolina Coalition for Lawsuit Reform 
826 Assembly Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803-771-0008  tommullikin@mullikinlaw.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

On first impression, the prospects for civil justice reform look favorable in the Palmetto State.  Governor 
McMaster (R) is friendly to and supportive of the business community and pro-business Republicans 
hold significant majorities in the House and Senate.  However, a closer examination of the political and 
legislative environment shows that personal injury lawyers are very influential with lawmakers and 
these allies hold key committee chairs that have jurisdiction over legal reform legislation.  In particular, 
Senate Judiciary Chairman Luke Rankin (R) is closely aligned with the organized trial bar and is a 
significant roadblock to advancing reform legislation out of his committee.  The top priority of the civil 
justice reform community during 2024 is joint and several liability reform, an issue Chairman Rankin 
has blocked for years.  Allies on the ground tell ATRA that civil justice reform proponents are working 
diligently on a strategy to overcome Rankin’s opposition.  Engagement by the state and national 
business communities will be critical to success. 
 
 

 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/09/24 – 03/25/24   GOVERNOR:  Kristi Noem (R)  
HOUSE      7 D 62 R 1V       
SENATE     4 D 30 R 1V 
 
Ms. Barbara A. Smith 
Chief Executive Officer 
South Dakota State Medical Association 
2600 W. 49th Street, Suite 100 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota  57105 
605-336-1965   bsmith@sdsma.org 

Mr. David Owen 
President 
South Dakota Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
222 E. Capitol, Suite 15 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
605-224-6161  davido@sdchamber.biz      

 
No activity reported. 
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TENNESSEE 
 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/09/24 – 04/25/24   GOVERNOR: Bill Lee (R)  
HOUSE   24 D 75 R             
SENATE  6 D 27 R   
 
Mr. Jim Brown 
State Director 
NFIB/Tennessee 
53 Century Blvd., Suite 110 
Nashville, Tennessee  37214 
615-874-5288    jim.brown@nfib.org 

Mr. Bradley Jackson 
President & CEO 
Tennessee Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
414 Union Street, Suite 107 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
615-256-5141   bradley.jackson@tnchamber.org  

 
No activity reported. 

 
 

TEXAS 
 
SESSION CALENDAR No Regular Session in 2024   GOVERNOR: Greg Abbott (R)                  
HOUSE  64 D 86 R       
SENATE 11 D 19 R 1 V  
 
Ms. Carol Sims 
Executive Director 
Texas Civil Justice League 
400 West 15th Street, Suite 1400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512-320-0474    
carol@tcjl.com  

Ms. Annie Spilman 
State Director 
NFIB/Texas 
1100 Guadalupe Street, Bldg B 
Austin, TX 78703 
512-476-9847 
Annie.spilman@nfib.org 

Ms. Mary Tipps 
Executive Director 
Texans for Lawsuit Reform 
919 Congress, Suite 455 
Austin, TX 78701 
512-478-0200 
mary@tortreform.com  

  
No regular session in 2024. 
 

 
UTAH 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/16/24 – 03/01/24   GOVERNOR:  Spencer Cox (R) 
HOUSE   14 D 61 R       
SENATE    6 D 23 R 
 
Michelle McOmber, MBA, CAE 
Chief Executive Officer 
Utah Medical Association 
310 East 4500 South, Suite 500 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84107 
801-747-3500  michelle@utahmed.org  

Mr. Justin Stewart 
Executive Director 
Utah Civil Justice League 
288 W 570 N 
Lincoln, Utah  84042 
801-372-8734 utahtortreform@gmail.com 

 
No activity reported. 
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VERMONT 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/03/24 – 05/09/24   GOVERNOR:  Phil Scott (R)  
HOUSE  106 D 37 R   7 O        
SENATE 22 D   7 R   1 O 
 
Ms. Shawn S. Shouldice 
State Director 
NFIB/Vermont 
189 Grandview Terrace 
Montpelier, Vermont  05602 
802-498-0059   shawn.shouldice@nfib.org  

Mr. William Driscoll 
Vice President 
Associated Industries of Vermont 
P. O. Box 630 
Montpelier, Vermont  05601 
802-223-3441  wdriscoll@aivt.org  

 
No activity reported. 
 

 
VIRGINIA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR   01/10/24 – 03/09/24   GOVERNOR:  Glenn Youngkin (R)        
HOUSE  51 D     49 R        
SENATE 21 D    19 R  
  
Ms. Nicole Riley      
State Director      
NFIB/Virginia    
919 E. Main Street, Suite 1160  
Richmond, Virginia  23219    
804-377-3661   
nicole.riley@nfib.org 

Mr. Keith Martin 
EVP, Public Policy & General Counsel 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
919 E. Main Street, Suite 900 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
804-237-1456 
K.martin@vachamber.com 

  
Governor Youngkin (R) staked a significant portion of his political capital last fall on an attempt to flip 
the Democratically-controlled Senate.  Not only was he unsuccessful in that effort, but Democrats 
managed to take control of the House from Republicans to Democrats and now control both chambers of 
the Virginia General Assembly.  What impact this will have on civil justice issues remains to be seen.  
Contacts in Richmond tell ATRA they do not expect an overly busy session on litigation and liability 
issues, though they are keeping a close eye on legislation that would allow class action lawsuits in the 
Commonwealth. 
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WASHINGTON 
 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/08/24 – 03/07/24   GOVERNOR:  Jay Inslee (D)   
HOUSE  58 D 40 R       
SENATE 29 D 20 R   
 
Ms. Dana Bieber 
Executive Director 
Washington Liability Reform Coalition 
2001 Sixth Avenue, Suite 2700 
Seattle, Washington  98121 
206-953-0342   dana@walrc.org  
 
The political and legislative environment in Olympia is always challenging with pro-trial lawyer 
Democrats holding sizable majorities in the House and Senate.  Contacts in the Evergreen State advise 
that trial lawyers and their allies in the legislature are expected to pursue legislation carried over from 
2023, S.B. 5059, that would allow prejudgment interest to begin to accrue from the date of the injury 
instead of the date that the lawsuit is filed.  There is also concern that personal injury lawyers may 
consider several other liability-expanding proposals such as private rights of action in a wide range of 
labor and employment regulations, not unlike California’s PAGA law, as well as regulation of artificial 
intelligence that contains a private right of action. 
 

 
WEST VIRGINIA 

 
SESSION CALENDAR 01/10/24 – 03/09/24   GOVERNOR:  Jim Justice (R)  
HOUSE  11 D 89 R         
SENATE 3 D 31 R  
  
Mr. Greg Thomas 
West Virginia Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse 
P. O. Box 127 
Charleston, West Virginia 25321 
304-550-0779 
gregthomaswv@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Contacts in Charleston tell ATRA they expect lawmakers to consider several affirmative legal reforms 
on issues such as medical monitoring, jury anchoring, the American Law Institute, commercial trucking 
caps, and locality litigation, to name a few.  Republicans hold supermajorities in the House and Senate, 
though there are several trial lawyer Republicans and populist Republicans, particularly in the House of 
Delegates, who consistently oppose the business community’s legal reform agenda.  Senate Judiciary 
Chairman Charlie Trump (R), a long-time ally and supporter of legal reform, is running this fall for a 
seat on the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals and House Judiciary Chairman Delegate Tom Fast 
(R) is serving his first session as chair.  In addition, the November election will decide who will succeed 
Governor Jim Justice (R) as Governor.  Among those running for the Republican gubernatorial 
nomination is Attorney General Patrick Morrisey (R) who has recently come under intense scrutiny and 
criticism for his use of outside counsel on a contingency fee basis that has resulted in the payout of 
exorbitant fees to personal injury lawyers, money which otherwise would have gone into the state’s 
coffers. 
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WISCONSIN 
 
SESSION CALENDAR  01/16/24 – 03/14/24   GOVERNOR: Tony Evers (D) 
HOUSE  35 D 64 R      
SENATE 11 D 22 R  
 
Mr. R. J. Pirlot 
Wisconsin Civil Justice Council 
c/o Hamilton Consulting 
10 E. Doty Street, Suite 500 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
608-445-4410  
pirlot@hamilton-consulting.com  

Mark M. Grapentine, JD 
SVP, Government Relations 
Wisconsin Medical Society 
P. O. Box 1109 
Madison, Wisconsin 53701 
608-442-3800 
mark.grapentine@wismed.org  

 
Divided government continues to rule the day in Madison.  Republicans hold sizable majorities in the 
Assembly and Senate while progressive Democrat Tony Evers is in the second year of his second term 
as Governor.  Allies in the Badger State tell ATRA they expect civil justice reform advocates to pursue 
several reforms this year including consumer lawsuit lending regulations and limits on noneconomic 
damages in commercial trucking cases. 
 
Relative to the Wisconsin Legislature, readers should note that the current legislative maps are being 
challenged in a case before the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  Contacts in Madison expect new maps in 
place for the upcoming 2024 elections in which all 99 members of the Assembly will be up for election.  
Regardless of how the maps are drawn, Republicans are likely to maintain control of the chamber.  The 
situation is different in the Senate and depends on the outcome of the Supreme Court case.  Either half 
or all 33 senators will be up for election this fall and depending on how new maps are drawn, observers 
advise Democrats could take control of the chamber in which case we should anticipate many liability-
expanding bills to be filed in 2025 and beyond. 
 

 
WYOMING 

 
SESSION CALENDAR  02/12/24 – 03/08/24   GOVERNOR:  Mark Gordon (R)  
HOUSE   5 D 57 R        
SENATE              2 D 29 R 
 
Mr. Eric Boley 
President 
Wyoming Hospital Association 
2005 Warren Avenue 
Cheyenne, Wyoming  82001 
307-632-9344  eric@wyohospitals.com 

 
 
 
 

 
No activity reported. 
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Editor’s Notes: This publication provides information about elections in various states as reported by our sources.  
The American Tort Reform Association (ATRA) does not endorse or oppose any candidate for elected office, 
including the Judiciary. 
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